
What books do we read and study at St. Joseph’s? (2023/2024)  
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

2-YEAR-OLD ROOM  
2s Daily books largely based on children’s interests.  Tradtional books such asL Brown bear, 

brown bear what do you see? Meg and Mog and The Very Hungry Caterpillar  

                             
     

The Gruffalo / Dear Zoo / Let’s go to the seaside! / Oh no, George  
 
 

                    

FOUNDATION 1 and 2  
F1/F2 

Pathway
s to 

Write  
 

Cycle A 

The Gingerbread Man by 
Mara Alperin 

 

I’m Going To Eat This Ant by Chris 
Naylor-Ballesteros 

 

Let’s All Creep Through 
Crocodile Creek by Jonny 
Lambert 

 

Something Else by Kathryn 
Cave 

 

The Whale Who Wanted 
More by Rachel Bright 

 

Supertato by Sue 
Hendra 

 

F1/F2 
 

Pathway
s to 

Write 
 

Cycle B 

Peace at Last by Jill Murphy  

 

The Three Little Pigs by Mara 
Alperin 

 

Naughty Bus by Jan and 
Jerry Oke  

 

The Pirates Are Coming! by 
John Condon 

 

Gigantosaurus by Jonny 
Duddle 

 

The Sea Saw by Tom 
Percival 

 



F1 whole 
class 
read 

aloud for 
pleasure 

Monkey Puzzle 
Nursery Rhymes 

  
 

 

Tales of Acorn Wood collection  
Best Diwali Ever! 
Stickman  
Christmas Stories 

 

  

 

Chinese New Year stories  

 
 
Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

 

Handa’s Surprise  
Going on a Lion Hunt  

 
 

 

Hungry Caterpillar 
The Tiny Seed  

 

 

Dear Zoo  
 

 
 

 

F2 
whole 
class 
read 

aloud for 
pleasure 

Perfectly Norman 

  
Hey You! By Dapo Adeola 

 

Llama Glamarama                               
Worrysaurus  

  

 

Hoot Owl  

 
 
Tsuro and Shumba  
 

 
 

Little Red  

 
 
This is me! By George 
Webster  

 
 

Not a Stick  

 
 
My mum is a lioness by 
Swapna Haddow and Dapo 
Adeola  

 

Star in the jar  
 

 
 
And Tango Makes Three 
by Justin Richardson 
 

 



EYFS 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

A bundle of rhymes!  
by Mother Goose 
 

 

Hey, Little Bug: Poems for Little 
Creatures by James Carter  
Mad About Minibeasts! by Giles 
Andreae & David Wajtowycz 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When Daddy Fell into the 
Pond by Alfred Noyes 
 

 
 

I Am the Seed that Grew the 
Tree: A Nature Poem for Every 
Day of the Year edited by 
Fiona Waters 

 

The Barefoot Book of Earth 
Poems compiled by Judith 
Nicholls 
 

 

The Puffin Book of 
Fantastic First Poems 
edited by June Crebbin 
 

 



YEAR 1 

Y1 
 

Pathway
s to 

Write 
 
 

Lost and Found by Oliver 
Jeffers 

 

Katie in London by James Mayhew 

 

The Lion Inside by Rachel 
Bright 
 

 
 

Beegu by Alexis Deacon 
 

 

Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley by Sarah Roberts 
and Hannah Peck 
 

 

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream Adapted by 
Brooke Jorden 

 

Y1 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

Hey, Little Bug! Poems for 
Little Creatures by James 
Carter 

 

Off By Heart by Roger Stevens 

 

Step Back in Time: A 
Poetry Anthology collated 
by The Literacy Company 

Off By Heart by Roger Stevens 

 

When Poems Fall From the Sky by 
Zaro Weil  
The Barefoot Book of Earth Poems 
compiled by Judith Nicholls 

 

I Am the Seed that Grew 
the Tree: A Nature 
Poem for Every Day of 
the Year edited by Fiona 
Waters 

 
 

Y1 whole 
class 
read 

aloud for 
pleasure 

The Snail and the Whale by 
Julia Donaldson  
 

 
 

Paddington’s Guide to London by 
Michael Bond  

 
 

The Wobblysaurus by 
Rachel Bright 

 
 

We’re going on a bear hunt by 
Michael Rosen  
 

 

British Sign Language 
Alphabet for Kids  
 

 
 
 

The Day the Crayons 
Quit by Oliver Jeffers 
 

 



YEAR 2 

Y2 
 

Pathway
s to 

Write 

Look Up! By Nathan Bryon 

 

The Owl Who Was Afraid of The 
Dark by Jill Tomlinson  
 

 

Grandad’s Camper by 
Harry Woodgate  
 

 

My Name is Not Refugee by 
Kate Milner 
 

 

Tidy by Emily Gravett 
 

 
 

Grandad’s Secret Giant 
by David Litchfield 

 

Y2 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

The New Oxford Treasury of 
Children's Poems by Michael 
Harrison 

 

The Owl and the Pussycat by 
Edward Lear 
 

 

From a Railway Carriage  
by Robert Louis 
Stevenson 
 

 

I Am the Seed that Grew the 
Tree: A Nature Poem for 
Every Day of the Year edited 
by Fiona Waters 

 

The Barefoot Book of Earth 
Poems compiled by Judith 
Nicholls 
 

 

I Am the Seed that Grew 
the Tree: A Nature 
Poem for Every Day of 
the Year edited by Fiona 
Waters 

 

Y2  
whole 
class 
read 

aloud for 
pleasure 

Michael Rosen’s Big Book of 
Bad Things by Michael Rosen  
 

 

Mixed by Arree Chung  
 

 

Rosie Revere by Andrea 
Beaty 
 

 
 

 

Jack and the Beanstalk by 

Colin Stimpson 

 

 

My Brain is a racecar by 
Nell Harris  
 

 
 

 

Grandad’s Island by 

Benji Davies 

 

 
 

 



YEAR 3  
Y3 

 
Pathway

s to 
Write 

Coming to England by Floella 
Benjamin 
 

 
 

Nen and the Lonely Fisherman by 
Ian Eagleton 
 

 

Stone Age Boy by Satoshi 
Kitamura 
 

 

Big Blue Whale by Nicola 
Davies,  
This Morning I Met a Whale 
by Michael Morpurgo 
 

  

Amazing Rivers by Julie 
Vosburgh Agnone 
 

 

A Stage Full of 
Shakespeare Stories by 
Angela McAllister (The 
Merchant of Venice) 

 
Y3  

 
Pathway
s to Read 

 
 

The Windrush Story by The 
Literacy Company 

Ice Palace by Robert Swindells  

 

The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes 

 

This Morning I Met a Whale by 

Michael Murpurgo  

Why Would Anyone Hurt a Whale? 

By The Literacy Company 

 

Usborne Illustrated Atlas of 
Britain and Ireland by 
Struan Reid 

 

Exploring Shakespeare’s 

London by The Literacy 

Company 

Y3 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

I Am the Seed that Grew the 
Tree: A Nature Poem for 
Every Day of the Year edited 
by Fiona Waters 

 

Dance with me, Autumn by The 
Literacy Company  

The River’s Tale extract 
by Rudyard Kipling in Step 
Back in Time: A Poetry 
Anthology collated by The 
Literacy Company 

The Works Key Stage 2, 

chosen by Pie Corbett 

 

The Barefoot Book of Earth 
Poems compiled by Judith 
Nicholls 
 

 

Apes to Zebras: An A-Z 

of Shape Poems by Liz 

Brownlee, Sue Hardy-

Dawson & Roger 

Stevens 

 



Y3  
whole 
class 
read 

aloud for 
pleasure 

Gangster Granny by David 
Walliams  

 

The Secret Garden by Frances 
Hodgson Burnett  

 

The Iron Woman by Ted 
Hughes  

 

Manfish by Jennifer Byrne 

 

 

The Twits by Roald Dahl  
 

 

Race Cars by Jenny 
Devenny  

 

  



YEAR 4 

Y4 
 

Pathway
s to 

Write 
 

Counting on Katherine by 
Helaine Becker 
 

 
 

Leon and the Place 
Between by Graham Baker-
Smith 
 

 
 

Our Tower by Joseph Coelho 
 

 

Wisp: A Story of Hope by Zana 
Fraillon 
 
Home by Carson Ellis 
 
Dreams of Freedom by Amnesty 
International 
 

 
 

 

Alba The Hundred Year Old 
Fish by Lara Hawthorne, 
 
 A Planet Full of Plastic by 
Neal Layton 
 

 
 

 

Blue John by Berlie 
Doherty 
 

 
 

Y4 
Pathway

s to 
Read 

Rise Up: Ordinary Kids with 
Extraordinary Stories by 
Amanda Li 
 

 
 

Greek Myths: Meet the 
heroes, gods, and monsters 
of ancient Greece 
 By Jean Menzies 

 

A world full of animal stories 
by Angela McAllister  

 

Ariki and the Island of Wonders 
by Nicola Davies 
 

 
 

Fantastically Great Women 
Who Saved the Planet by 
Kate Pankhurst and Plastic 
Pollution by The Literacy 
Company 

 

A Myth-Hunters Travel 
Guide by The Literacy 
Company 



Y4 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

Quick, Let’s get Out of Here 
by Michael Rosen 
 

 

Poetry Pie by Roger 
McGough & Michael 
Rosen’s Big Book of Bad 
Things by Michael Rosen 
 

 

 

Step Back in Time: A Poetry 
Anthology collated by The 
Literacy Company 

Under the Moon, Over the Sea: 
A Collection of Caribbean 
Poems edited by John Agard & 
Grace Nichols 
 

 

Look! by Grace Nicholls in 
The Barefoot Book of Earth 
Poems 
 

 

I Am the Seed that Grew 
the Tree: A Nature Poem 
for Every Day of the Year 
edited by Fiona Waters 

 

Y4  
whole 
class 
read 
aloud 

for 
pleasure  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADHD is our superpower by 
Soli Lazarus  
 

 

Harry Potter and the 

Philosopher’s Stone by J K 

Rowling  

 

Overheard in a tower block 
by Joseph Coelho 
 

 

The Journey by Francesca Sanna 
 

 
 

The Promise by Nicola 
Davies 
 

 
 

 

The Magic Faraway Tree 

by Enid Blyton 

 

 



YEAR 5 

Y5 
 

Pathway
s to 

Write 

Young, Gifted and Black by 
Jamia Wilson,  
 
Race to the Frozen North: The 
Matthew Henson Story by 
Catherine Johnson 
 

 
 

 

Beowulf by Michael 
Morpurgo 
 

 

Kai and the Monkey King by 
Joe Todd-Stanton 
 

 

The Darkest Dark by Chris 
Hadfield 
 

 

The Brilliant Deep by Kate 
Messner 
 
Coral Reefs by Jason Chin 
 

 
 

 

Radiant Child by Javaka 
Steptoe 
 
Life Doesn’t Frighten Me 
by Maya Angelou 
 

 
 

 
Y5  

 
Pathway

s to 
Read 

Good Night Stories for Rebel 
Girls: 100 Tales of 
Extraordinary Women by Elen 
Favilli 

 

Hansel and Gretel by Neil 
Gaiman 
 

 

Odd and the Frost Giants by 
Neil Gaiman 
 

 

You Are Awesome: Find Your 
Confidence and Dare to be 
Brilliant at (Almost) Anything by 
Matthew Syed 
 

 

The Last Wild by Piers 
Torday  
 

 

African Tales: A Barefoot 
Collection  
By Gcina Mhlophe  
 

  



Y5 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

The Song of Hiawatha by 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  
 

 
 

I Am the Seed that Grew 
the Tree: A Nature Poem 
for Every Day of the Year 
edited by Fiona Waters 

 

Viking Kennings and Spells 
by The Literacy Company in 
Step Back in Time: A Poetry 
Anthology collated by The 
Literacy Company 
 
 

Finding Magic by Eric Finney in I 
Am the Seed that Grew the 
Tree: A Nature Poem for Every 
Day of the Year edited by Fiona 
Waters 

  

The Sun in Me by Moira 
Andrew in The Barefoot 
Book of Earth Poems 
 

 

The Works Anthology 
(Red) by Paul Cookson 
 

 

Y5 
whole 
class 
read 
aloud 

for 
pleasure 

Shackleton’s Journey by 
William Grill  
 

 

People Need People by 
Benjamin Zepaniah  

 

FArTHER by Grahame Baker 
Smith 

 

Cosmic by Frank Cottrell-Boyce  

 

Sea Poems by Carol Ann 

Duffy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Black and British by David 

Olusoga  

 

 



YEAR 6 

Y6 
 

Pathway
s to 

Write 

Star of Fear, Star of Hope by 
Jo Hoestlandt,  
 
Erika’s Story by Ruth Vander 
Zee 
 

 
 

 

The Place for Me: Stories 
about the Windrush 
Generation by Dame 
Floella Benjamin et al. 
 

 

The Selfish Giant by Oscar 
Wilde &  Ritva Voutila 
 

 

The Day War Came 
by Nicola Davies 
 
Leaf by Sandra Dieckmann 
 

 
 

 

Plastic Planet by Georgia 
Amson-Bradshaw 
 
Greta’s Story: The 
Schoolgirl Who Went on 
Strike to Save the Planet by 
Valentina Camerini 
 

 
 

 

Poetry for Kids William 
Shakespeare by 
Marguerite Tassi 
 
A Stage Full of 
Shakespeare Stories by 
Angela McAllister 
 

 
 

 
 

Y6 
Pathway

s to 
Read  

When We Were Warriors by 
Emma Carroll  

 
 

The Place for Me: Stories 
about the Windrush 
Generation by Dame 
Floella Benjamin et al. 

 
 

Survivors: Extraordinary 
Tales from the Wild and 
Beyond by David Long  
 

 

The Goldfish Boy by Lisa 
Thompson  
 

 

Alastair Humphreys' Great 
Adventurers by Alastair 
Humphreys 
 

 

Sky Chasers by Emma 
Carroll 
 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Georgia+Amson-Bradshaw&text=Georgia+Amson-Bradshaw&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk
https://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Georgia+Amson-Bradshaw&text=Georgia+Amson-Bradshaw&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books-uk


Y6 
Pathway

s to 
Poetry 

Poems from the Second 
World War selected by Gaby 
Morgan 
 

 

The Works 3: A Poet A 
Week chosen by Paul 
Cookson 
 

 
 

Guarding Secrets in Step 
Back in Time: A Poetry 
Anthology collated by The 
Literacy Company 
 

The Sea by James Reeves in I 
Am the Seed that Grew the 
Tree: A Nature Poem for Every 
Day of the Year edited by Fiona 
Waters 

 

For Forest by Grace Nichols 
in The Barefoot Book of 
Earth Poems 
 

 

Poems from a Green and 
Blue Planet edited by 
Sabrina Mahfouz  
 

 
Y6  

whole 
class 
read 
aloud 

for 
pleasure  

Rose Blanche by Christophe 
Gallaz and Roberto Innocenti 
 

 
 
 
 

 
‘Freedom’ by Catherine 
Johnson  
 
‘Henry’s Freedom Box ‘ by 
Ellen Levine 
 

 
 

 

Pig Heart Boy by Malorie 
Blackman  
 

 

Children’s History of Liverpool 
by Curtis Watt  
 

 

A Story Like the Wind by 
Gill Lewis 
 

 

Dreams of Freedom in 
Words and Pictures by 
Oliver Jeffers  

 

 

 


