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Pupil premium strategy statement – St Joseph’s 
Catholic Primary School - 2023.2024 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2023 to 2024 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 

disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 

school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name St Joseph’s Catholic 

Primary School, 
Wallasey 

Number of pupils in school  192 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 43% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 

strategy plan covers  

2023/2024 

Date this statement was published 21st December 2023 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2024 

Statement authorised by Maria Hollis. 
Headteacher 

Pupil premium lead Maria Hollis. 

Headteacher 

Governor / Trustee lead Brian Sharp. Chair of 
Governors 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this financial year 
2023/2024 

 

£152,615 

Recovery premium funding allocation 23/24 £15,660 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year £168,275 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

Our primary aim at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School is to enable all children to access all 

aspects of the school’s provision in order to achieve the highest standards of achievement and 

progress possible in relation to their individual starting points.   

The Premium funding is used in a variety of ways at St Joseph’s. For example, it is used to 

support disadvantaged pupils in their learning on a one-to-one basis, or in small groups sup-

ported by intervention teachers or teaching assistants. It is also used to enhance curriculum 

provision to support accelerated progress for pupils and to assist them financially so that they 

can take part fully in school life in matters such as school trips, activities and clubs. The key 

principle is that it will diminish the disadvantage difference by addressing inequalities, removing 

barriers to learning and raising the attainment and progress of pupils in order for all pupils to 

reach their potential. This report provides information about how the Pupil Premium funding has 

been budgeted at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary for the current school year, 2023-2024.  

This Pupil Premium strategy is combined with our recovery grant, to outline the combined budg-

eted expenditure. The plan is linked closely to our school development plan. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 

disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Assessments have shown that in the majority of classes, non-disadvantaged 
pupils outperform disadvantaged pupils. This has resulted in a significant number 
of pupils working below ARE in R,W and M.  

2 SEMH remains a priority across all year groups, particularly across 
disadvantaged pupils. Teacher referrals for support and parent requests for 
additional support have continued to rise across all year groups.  

3 Attendance has continued to have been negatively impacted. Including an 
increase in the percentage or persistent absentees. Attendance among 
disadvantaged pupils continues to be a concern. Pupils’ attendance closely 
relates to their progress and outcomes. 

Our assessments and observations indicate that absenteeism is negatively 
impacting disadvantaged pupils’ progress. 

4 Gaps in reading outcomes between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged 
pupils remain a concern. The number of pupils engaging in reading has 
diminished and the gap in engagement between disadvantaged and non-
disadvantaged has widened.  
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Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

A higher percentage of disadvantaged pupils 
will achieve ARE R,W and M at the end of KS2.   

 

The attainment gap between non-
disadvantaged and disadvantaged pupils 
narrowed to bring it in line with local and 
national data. 

An increase in disadvantaged pupils 
outcomes in R,W and M. 

Vulnerable pupils with SEMH needs will be 
well supported which will have a positive 
impact on their progress and attainment. 

Pupils will use taught strategies to support 
their emotional needs. 

Less pupils, will need support from outside 
agencies. 

Parents will understand known strategies, 
which will ensure consistent approaches 
between home and school. 

Improved outcomes from pupil wellbeing 
questionnaires. 

To improve attendance data to bring it in line 
with local and national. To diminish the 
difference between disadvantaged and non-
disadvantages. 

To have improved attendance data by 
2024/2025, including a diminished difference 
between disadvantaged and non-
disadvantaged pupils. 

Fewer numbers of families falling under the 
persistent absence category. 

Evidence of positive Attendance 360 reports. 

To improve the percentage of disadvantaged 
pupils engaging in reading. Improve reading 
outcomes in KS1 and KS2. 

A higher percentage of disadvantaged pupils 
will attain reading ARE at the end of KS1 and 
KS2.  

A higher number of disadvantaged pupils will 
engage in ‘reading for pleasure’  
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £ 9.970 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Budget 

23/24 

Purchase of 
NFER Verbal 
and Non-Verbal 
reasoning tests 
for Yr3 and Yr5 

These tests will provide reliable insights into pupil 
ability ranges. These, when linked with outcomes of 

termly assessments, will ensure that pupils receive the 
correct support needed to achieve their potential. 

Standardised tests | Assessing and Monitoring Pupil 
Progress | Education Endowment Foundation | EEF 

1, 4 

Moderation 
Training 

Staff CPD in writing moderation from The Literacy 
Company. 

EEF: Improving Literacy in Key Stage 1 

EEF: Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2 

1 

Early Years 
Training – 
Curiosity 
Approach 

Staff CPD for the EYFS lead to attend ‘Curiosity Approach 
Accreditation.’ 

 

1, 2 and 4 

RWI support 
days 

RWI CPD will continue to be delivered through regular 
training and monitoring sessions from Ruth Miskin, RWI.  
These sessions will identify gaps and next steps for pupils, 
which will also identify the progress and attainment of 
disadvantaged pupils.  

EEF Phonics 

1 & 4 

 

Curriculum 
Leaders CPD 

Curriculum leaders termly briefings: School Improvement 
Liverpool 

1, 2 7 4 

CPD- English 
Hub, Reading for 
Pleasure Leader 

Reading for pleasure CPD, through the English hub.  

EEF: Improving Maths in the Early Years and Key Stage 1 

EEF: Improving Maths in KS2 

1, 4 

Literacy 
Company CPD 

Pathways to Write 1, 4 

Literacy 
Company 
Moderation 

Book Looks, Exemplar Materials 1,4 

Power Maths Training materials and resources 1 

  £9,970 

                                                                

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/assessing-and-monitoring-pupil-progress/testing/standardised-tests/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/tools/assessing-and-monitoring-pupil-progress/testing/standardised-tests/
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks-1/Literacy_KS1_Guidance_Report_2020.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=Improving%20Literacy
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/early-maths/EEF_Maths_EY_KS1_Guidance_Report.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/maths-ks-2-3
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Budgeted cost: £134,424 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Budget 

23/24 

Counselling 
Support  

Support from external agencies to support SEMH. 

EEF Social and Emotional Interventions 

1-4 

Maintain 
additional 
support for 
pupils (including 
pupil premium) 
working below 
ARE in reading 
across KS1 and 
KS2. 

Interventions and differentiated approaches will be 
carefully planned for in Pupil Progress meetings. Teachers 
and TAs will continue to deliver these interventions and 
approaches through class and group work, in order to raise 
progress and outcomes of all pupil groups including 
disadvantaged pupils. 

EEF: Improving Literacy in Key Stage 1 
EEF: Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2 

1,2 & 4 

Purchase 
subscriptions to 
support pupils’ 
home 
learning(Spelling 
Shed, TT 
Rockstars etc)  

The purchase of programmes such as TT Rockstars, 
Spelling Shed and KIDS via Classroom Secrets, will 
engage all pupils during home learning, including 
disadvantaged pupils. 

EEF Support Resources for Schools and Parents 

EEF Working with Parents to Support Children's Learning 

1 

Purchase 
additional 
support for SALT 
and address the 
implementation 
of NELI. 

Speech and language development intervention groups to 
improve progress and outcomes. Continue to implement 
NELI intervention groups. 

EEF Oral and Language Interventions 

 

1, 2 & 4 

Continue  to 
implement RWI 
in class and RWI 
interventions. 

One to one and group RWI intervention support delivered 
to identified pupils. Evidence to support this approach: 

EEF Phonics 

1 & 4 

Intervention 
groups to 
support 
progress in R,W 
and M. 

TAs and Teachers to continue to deliver intervention 
groups to focus on accelerating the progress of 
disadvantaged pupils. Evidence to support strategy: 

EEF guidance also states that supporting pupils with 
structured one to one or small group interventions is one of 
the most effective ways to gain good impact.  

EEF Teaching Assistant Interventions 

1 & 4 

 

Part funding for 
SENCO 

Some pupils that are identified as having SEND needs are 
also eligible for Pupil Premium funding, both pupil groups 
require additional support. The SENCO will be part funded 
to support the identified needs of our disadvantaged pupils.   

Evidence to support this: 

EEF SEND 

1 & 2 

SEN 1-1 
Support 

Some pupils are identified as having SEND needs which 
require 1-1 support. 

1, 2 & 4 

Maths Books Power Maths books, across F to yr 6  

Pathways to 
Read 

Purchase a comprehensive sequential reading 
comprehension scheme of work to support pupils reading  

£1,354 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/primary-sel?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/primary-sel&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=SE
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/literacy-ks-1/Literacy_KS1_Guidance_Report_2020.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=Improving%20Literacy
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/guidance-for-teachers/covid-19-resources/support-resources-for-schools-and-parents?utm_source=/guidance-for-teachers/covid-19-resources/support-resources-for-schools-and-parents&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=home%20learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=primary
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions?utm_source=/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/teaching-assistant-interventions&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=teaching%20assistants
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/send?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/send&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=send
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  £134,424 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £ 23, 881 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Budget 23/24 

ELSA 

To deepen 
understanding of 
the needs of 
vulnerable pupils 
with emotional, 
social or mental 
health needs and 
how to support 
them more 
effectively 

ELSA interventions and delivery will enhance 

pupils’ SEMH.  The intervention will support pu-

pils to understand their emotions and to use 

strategies to self-regulate. 

EEF Improving Social and Emotional Learning 

1-4 
 

Funding to 
support the 
attendance 
assistant to 
identify families 
of concern and 
work with these 
families to 
improve 
attendance. 

Embedding 
principles of good 
practice set out in 
the DfE’s 
Improving School 
Attendance 
advice. 

Attendance intervention developed to improve 
attendance across all pupils, including 
disadvantaged pupils. 

EEF Attendance Interventions 

EEF Working with Parents to Support 
Children's Learning 

 

 

 

 

1-4 

 

 

To part fund 
pupils to provide a 
wider range of 
enrichment 
opportunities, 
including 
residential 
opportunities. 

Disadvantged pupils will have the opportunity 
to engage in part funded activities, to enrich 
their extra activity opportunities. This will 
support and develop the whole child, which 
should enhance learning in the classroom. 

EEF Life Skills and Enrichment 

 

2 

To support 
parental 
engagement 
through our 
EYFS Family 
Matters 
Programme. 

Funding will be used to further develop our Fam-

ily Matters programme. This programme works 

with families to support the  social and emotional 

well-being of their child. It will be extended to 

provide support for families of children in our 2 

yr old provision and nursery classes to ensure 

support is targeted where need is greatest. In 

2 

 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/primary-sel?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/primary-sel&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=SE
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/framework-for-securing-full-attendance-actions-for-schools-and-local-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/framework-for-securing-full-attendance-actions-for-schools-and-local-authorities
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/evidence-reviews/attendance-interventions-rapid-evidence-assessment?utm_source=/education-evidence/evidence-reviews/attendance-interventions-rapid-evidence-assessment&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=attendanc
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=primary
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=primary
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/guidance-for-teachers/life-skills-enrichment?utm_source=/guidance-for-teachers/life-skills-enrichment&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=life%20skills


 

7 

addition it shares teaching approaches for lan-

guage and literacy enabling parents to feel more 

confident is supporting their child at home. 

EEF Life Skills and Enrichment 

EEF Working with Parents to Support Children's 

Learning 

Pupils to receive 
breakfast daily 

Research shows that children accessing a 
breakfast club supports their concentration, 
behaviour and academic achievement.  

 

EEF Breakfast Club 

2 & 3 

Continue to 
embed and 
sustain 
Accelerated 
Reading, through 
inhouse CPD and 
additional 
purchase of book 
stock. 

 

An audit of resources, CPD and delivery of 
accelerated reader will be completed. Findings 
will indicate next steps for resources, CPD and 
engaging pupils. Support for parents will be 
developed to further enhance their 
understanding of reading expectations and how 
to support Accelerated Reading at home. 

EEF: Improving Literacy in Key Stage 2 

1, 4 

Ten Ten 
subscription 

PSHE/RSE Subscription. 2 & 3 

  £23,881 

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 23,881 

 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/guidance-for-teachers/life-skills-enrichment?utm_source=/guidance-for-teachers/life-skills-enrichment&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=life%20skills
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=primary
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/supporting-parents&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=primary
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/breakfast-clubs-found-to-boost-primary-pupils-reading-writing-and-maths-res?utm_source=/news/breakfast-clubs-found-to-boost-primary-pupils-reading-writing-and-maths-res&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=Writing
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2?utm_source=/education-evidence/guidance-reports/literacy-ks2&utm_medium=search&utm_campaign=site_search&search_term=Improving%20Literacy
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2022 to 2023 

academic year.  

 We have analysed the performance of our school’s disadvantaged pupils during the 2022/23 

academic year using key stage 1 and 2 performance data, phonics check results and our own 

internal assessments. 

It is worth noting that the DfE have stated that school performance data for the 2022/23 academic 

year should be used with caution given the ongoing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, which 

affected individual schools and pupils differently.  School performance data should be considered 

alongside a range of other information about the school, which could include looking at school 

websites, reading Ofsted reports, and speaking to the school directly. Conclusions should not be 

drawn on a single piece of data alone. 

Data from tests and assessments suggest that, despite some strong individual performances, 

the progress and attainment of the school’s disadvantaged pupils in 2022/23 is below our expec-

tations. Our analysis suggests that the reason for this is primarily the ongoing impact of COVID-

19, although we also identified that some of the approaches we used to boost outcomes for 

disadvantaged pupils had less impact than anticipated due to sustained poor attendance, per-

sistent absenteeism and emotional health and wellbeing factors.  

The attainment gap between disadvantaged pupils and non-disadvantaged pupils has grown in 

KS2 in combined RWM attainment and in Reading and Maths.  There is no significant difference 

between non-disadvantaged and disadvantaged in writing. Our analysis suggests that the reason 

for this continued gap, from 22/23 is due to barriers to learning including attendance, persistent 

absenteeism and pupils’ and parents’ SEMH needs, including external anti-social behaviour fac-

tors.   

There is nothing significant to report about the attainment gap between disadvantaged and non-

disadvantaged in KS1 attainment outocmes. EYFS disadvantaged pupils and Year 1 phonics 

outcomes, suggest that disadvantaged pupils out performed non-disadvantaged pupils, which 

contradicts the gaps in KS2 identified between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged pupils.   

Partnerships will continue to be strengthened between home and school, taking every oppor-

tunity to encourage parents to engage with school in relation to their child’s academic outcomes, 

emotional needs and attendance. Parents will understand that pupils should attend school every 

day that school is open, as this will give pupils the opportunities needed to achieve their potential. 

Absence among disadvantaged pupils was higher than their peers in 2022/23 and persistent 

absence higher. We recognise this gap is too large which is why raising the attendance of our 

disadvantaged pupils is a focus of our current plan.  We will continue to work with Wirral Attend-

ance to support the improvement of our attendance data, including persistent absenteeism for 

disadvantaged pupils.    
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Challenges in relation to wellbeing and mental health continue remain significantly higher than 

before the pandemic. The impact on disadvantaged pupils has been particularly acute.  Senior 

leaders have noted a rise in requests from teachers to support pupils and families with concerns 

regarding social and emotional mental health. This has led to a rise in applications to external 

agencies to plan next steps for pupils and parents, which includes disadvantaged families.  

We have reviewed our statement from 2022-2023 plan and made changes to how we intend to 

use some of our budget this academic year, as set out in the ‘Activity in this Academic Year’ 

section above. 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

Read Write Inc. Ruth Miskin Phonics 

Power Maths Pearson 
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Further information  

Additional activity 

Our pupil premium strategy will be supplemented by additional activity that is not being funded 

by pupil premium or recovery premium. That will include:  

 Continue to offer a wide range of high-quality extracurricular activities to boost wellbe-

ing, behaviour, attendance, and aspiration. Activities will focus on building life skills 

such as confidence, resilience, and socialising. Disadvantaged pupils will be encour-

aged and supported to participate. 

 

 


